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Unit Teaching Design Under the*“Big ldea”of Geography in Middle School
Li Chunyan
(School of Mathematics and Science Education,Beijing Institute of Education ,Beijing 100044,China)

Abstract: Currently, “big idea”and“unit teaching”are the key words for the implementation of subject key competency. The

big idea falling into the unit teaching design level is a relative concept and method of thinking, but it has four characteristics

different from the specific concepts. It is a statement that reveals the relationship of concepts and expounds the point of view. It can

control the discontinuous content across the field. It can transfer across time, culture and situation, and can connect with advanced

development. To realize the unit teaching design under the big idea, effective strategies include determining the core of unit

organization, summarizing the system of unit big idea and choosing the development path of teaching design thinking. It can break

through the limitations of natural unit and thematic unit.

Key words: unit teaching design; big ideas; geography teaching; hierarchical knowledge structure
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{ Unit 4 I used to be afraid of the dark ) Teaching Plan
He Studies Harder Than He Used to
A J& Go for it+Section B 2a-2¢,2f
FTBHAFELS “FEHEIFPERD KRR KAEHF LT
FFEXERHPER S RS

[ Abstract] This lesson aims to guide students to grasp the main idea of this passage. They are supposed to

know Li Wen’s two changes and the reasons behind his changes. After it, it is helpful for students to understand

their parents and have courage to overcome obstacles when they are in trouble.

[Key words] reading lesson; task-based teaching method; situational teaching method

I. Teaching Objectives

1. Knowledge and Skill Objectives

Students can understand the whole story of this
passage and can catch Li Wen’s two changes and why
he has changed twice. Students are also required to
grasp key words and phrases from the passage.

2. Cultural Awareness

Students can realize some problems and difficulties
that left-behind children may have. They can understand
these children and try their best to help and show their
cares about them.

3. Emotional Objectives

Students should cherish the time they can spend
with their parents and present their understanding for
parents’ work. When students meet some problems, they
can ask help for teachers.

4. Learning Strategies

Brainstorming; analyzing; summarizing;

5. Quality Thinking

Critical thinking; logical thinking

II. Teaching material and key and difficult
points

1. Teaching material

My teaching material is about a passage from Unit
4 Grade 9. This passage is a left-behind child Li Wen’s
story. Li Wen’s parents chose to work in Shenzhen for
making more money, so he had to stay with his
grandparents in the countryside. Because of missing
parents’ love and care, he has changed, from a normal
boy to a boy with some problems. However, his teacher
noticed his changes, so she called his parents. Then, Li
Wen and his parents could have a long talk with each
other. He felt his parents’love and care, then, he has
changed again. But, this time, he has turned into a good
boy.

2. Key points

1) Find Li Wen’s two changes and the reasons why
he has changed twice

2) Master key words and phrases from the passage

3. Difficult points

1) Be able to find Li Wen’s two changes

2) Be able to complete the mind map individually

3)Guide students to achieve the emotional
objectives

I11. Analysis of students

Students in Grade 9 have got basic reading ability
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to understand the passage, and their fundamental
grammar skills can help them understand some new and
difficult words and phrases. What’s more, they have the
habits of watching news, so they may be learn
something about the left-behind children and are also
interested in this topic. However, they still have some
problems in achieving emotional objectives. They are
not so open-minded.

IV. Teaching preparation

I need to make a video as my lead-in part; then, I
need to prepare some colorful paper for students. They
need to write down their conversations at step 6; next, I
also need to make some learning materials. Because
students need them to complete the mind map. At last, I
need to make a PowerPoint.

V. Teaching design and Teaching approach

1. Teaching design

This lesson is a reading lesson, so I think it should
focus on reading. I divide most time in fast reading and
careful reading. According to reading, students can
understand the passage well. Then, this passage is about
a left-behind child, it’s a very hot topic for students. As
a teacher, I have responsibility to lead my students to
show their attentions on them. So, after the reading, I
design a part for students to know more about
left-behind children and express their opinions. Enough
reading and deep thinking, I believe my students can
learn more things than the passage itself.(&RTIRE—T
PSR, FTAEERNBFZER/ERAIR AR
FBRHER I ) D EC A2 IR AIAR I £ B3R, 4
ALUEMTMAMEX ENETERNT . KR XERXT—
PMETILENSE, XEEMEERIFEEZREN
—MEH. EREZID, BXFHERFENERERT

—HFIREH RN EE. B, AR IENER,
BRI T 10T, FEESHN TREFILEIX
& FMNNEZE RONFEIRMARERNEE, 3
HEFENZINIIREBIXERF FELES
RIIAR. )

2. teaching approach

Task-based teaching method; situational teaching
method; communicative teaching method.

VI. Teaching procedures

Step 1: Lead-in

[ Situation] Teacher will play a video and lets
students watch it. The video is about teacher’s some
changes from past to now.

[ Task ] After watching the video, students are
required to find some teacher’s changes from that video.

[ Students ] They will give teacher the answers.
During the time, students may say some target words
directly.

Purpose: To arouse students’interest and guide
students to say some related or target words that can
help students read passage later.

Step 2: Pre-reading

[Situation] Teacher will introduce a new friend to
students and hope students can know more about him.

[ Task] 1) Teacher will present a picture on the
slide, and give students a series of questions. 2) Teacher
will ask students to read the picture and title from that
article together. 3) Based on the information they get
from title and picture, students are required to predict
the passage’s main idea.(f£%5 1: ZIMSEIRHF LER
—KXEHRNRE, REFXNERRE; £52: &
e 5| SFE R R XER B EARE, FHMAHZRE
BRER, 1% 3 £ETFES 2 HEMNERER, 5l
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TERIN. )

[Students] 1) Students can find some information

SEENLEARTH

about the picture from 2a’s instructions. from them, they
can know Li Wen (the boy from the picture) is a
left-behind child. 2) Through the analysis of the title,
students can catch a key word, change. 3) Gathering all
information, students are able to predict the passage.

Purpose: 1) To achieve cultural awareness; 2) To
motivate students’thinking for this passage.

Step 3: While-reading: Fast reading

[ Situation ] Teacher will continue to guide
students to know more about Li Wen.

[Task] 1) Teacher will ask students read passage
quickly to check their predictions about the main idea of
it; 2) Teacher let students read it again and put the
sentences in the correct places(task 2b); 3) Teacher will
ask students to underline the reasons why they put
sentences like this and share their answers in group.

[Students] 1) Students check their predictions; 2)
Students use some strategies to complete the sentences
and underline clues why they put sentences like it; 3)
Some students will be asked to share their answers and
explained their reasons.

Purpose: 1)To help students understand the passage;
2)To guide students summary some reading strategies;
Step 4: While-reading: Careful reading

[ Situation] Now, students know Li Wen’s basic
information. Just now, from the picture, students know
Li Wen has some problems. Then, they will continue to
explore what he happened.

[ Task ] 1) Teacher will give students two
questions(how many times has Li Wen changed?; what

caused his two changes?) to link the whole passage; 2)

Teacher will ask students read it again and complete the
mind map by themselves; 3) After completing the mind
map, teacher will ask students many questions from the
mind map. (f£5% 1: ZWSRER DB FEXHE

JUR? HASET AR KE? REEER
B, 152 BIWSULFERRARIEE, HMIRE
REBESE; 15 3: TlfE, ENSKRIBLESE,

FEXENABTBREITRNZE, 5ISFEME
HERINL. )

[Students] 1) Students can find the answers from
the book by themselves; 2) Students can complete the
mind map from the details individually; 3) Students are
supposed to check answers on their own; 4) Students
need to think about emotional value from teacher’s
questions.

Purpose: 1)To achieve knowledge&skill objectives;
2)To achieve emotional objectives; 3)To enhance their
understanding and critical thinking ability.

Step 5: Post-reading: Make conversations

[ Situation] We knew Li Wen has changed again
because of the long talk. What is behind the long talk?

[Task] 1) Teacher will ask students to guess what
happened in that long talk; 2) Teacher guides students to
finish task 2f. Discuss their long talk from two different
sides. Behind Li Wen’s and his parents’ questions and
answers, what does Li Wen really want and what do his
parents really care about?({£%5 1: {RIBEXXERKEE, EH
SISEARKXIFEXMRXGZENKINE; E5 2
MeHLE20MES, BFEEDHFE, PAIRERE
AR R &, R XS 1A F AT R INAY B) AN B
E)

[Students] 1) Students need to find real key points

behind Li Wen’s and his parents’ questions. 2) Students
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are required to write down possible questions and
related answers in group. 3) Students can read them in
class, then all students discuss together what their
questions mean.

Purpose:1)To achieve emotional objectives; 2)To
motivate students’critical thinking;

Step 6: Post-reading: Discussion

[ Situation] The long talk is very important in Li
Wen’s second change. Who made it happen?

[ Task] 1) Teacher wants students to discover Li
Wen'’s teacher also plays a role in his second change and
how she helped; 2) Teacher will give students a report
about left-behind children in china, then let them talk
about their opinions; 3) Teacher will ask students to
discuss the ways to help left-behind students.({E 55 1:
TRTERRE, REHFRNAETECERNET .
SISFAEERIAXHEE MRN B EMEER;
15 2: ZMRRPEETILERXNEERS,
IR A REE; E5 3 RE\EIVK, iEFEK
KR E, EREFPLEFEAULEIETILE.
BB ARMIRMSEFRE TR R )

(& 18 m)

[ Students] 1)Students can find Li Wen’s teacher’s
efforts and understand they can ask teachers for help if
they’re in trouble; 2) Students are supposed to
brainstorm the ways to help left-behind children.

Purpose: To strengthen students’moral value and
society responsibility

Step 7: Homework

Level A: Write down the long conversation
between Li Wen and his parents.

Level B: Do a research of the problems about
left-behind children in China, and make a report.

Purpose: To help different students enhance their
understanding about this passage.

VII. Teaching reflection

1) Prepare too many tasks for students. For some
good students, they can follow teacher’s instructions.
But for others, these tasks are a bit difficult for them to
finish. So one lesson isn’t enough.

2) At step 6, students have many good ideas, but
they can’t express clearly. In my opinion, students didn’t

have enough inputs at the lead-in part.

ME—RETH
ARKRG IR “ETFEOEKLTGEDRE” | PhEfr R, ZAELFHIPTERAK
SR A IR E R AT BT A T BRI, /£ 863 T ARIR P T 138 AR IR. RA KA

YA TE, WBHEAMLEH, RER, KFAH R, 2huET,

CARMES, SHAIRFTHEREFTR

HER, RANBERR, RARAE T FRIPFINERLETF RS O FR.
RF—RAT R E
9A 298, ARFIFEEER LB 7 XMFARFRALR, LBHNTEYW “BIR” B kX
RLHNFRAFRBELEN, FREFNALRHITE “BER” AARET AoKE. HLHTAFEE
“REAKF” BotAe SR “FBIRE” HF XL S RFIFRE A8 F N, K F AH B
Ao 4789 4 & £ ) B ko HATLEITAAMA S B “ER” F, KEABMARLE N, BS% KR A HM
HATR B MR BT, KB B, 2ARFHITHRR, SIFTR, “B7 B THFKFOTK, B

BT HITR AR, BT T HAE R KF

(R5E, #35 M)
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3. BERM B AR hEE .

HEA2021 FE 10 B9 HERFEZEH 110 AEX 2, #HFERE

£ PRI BICHINE, SISTEEMAARE XH SR PHRRENEIN ChERBIRRLAEY

MEEREFERDFHEL LN ERZTRERN. MR FZEGHEM

REFERFERE A A PERKRNERENTREX =, BENSK (FE5)

ARISMAEEL, HEMZETSEGZIIO. F RFRFERZEBIZIN T RAPERE K

REXZfEaw, BUSENE. FERRK, A2HER STHYEARSESE, INRFEZERHNH LR HifiE
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B KRR (BFMBREETESEHRERERNY 8
Z. BENEEEMS TTEFF RPN E RN, HFEIREFLE
1. #FAX WERTENRLY « CEZESDY XFMERMERE,
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